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Project Proposal 

1. Breea Alex - Pre Law Concentration 

2. With the population on planet earth anticipated to be 9 billion people on earth, what will 

crime look like? How will this effect our prison system in the year 2050? Will the United 

States still be the world leader of incarceration 

3. I will use our course theme, The Year 2050 as the theme of my project 

4. My project’s primary focus is to look at crime rates in the United States as the population 

rises. And what effects the population will have on this, I will also research how our prison 

systems will be effected in the year 2050. 

5. Mass Incarceration: The past, present, and the future

6. My project will research crime rates as the population rises. My project will look at the 

effects the rise of the population will have on crime. As resources become limited, people 

will begin taking different measures to survive. Laws will begin to change. The government 

may have to be tougher on crime. My research will then look at how the prison system is 

effected. The United States currently has the highest incarceration rate, my project will look 

at how the incarnation rate will look in 2050. 

7. I will need research and insights on incarceration rates. I will use different research studies 

from universities and online data bases. I will also gather books on incarceration trends and 

history. I intend to gather online sources through google scholar. 

8. The next steps I need to take is begin my research. I need to start gathering sources and 

possible books. I also need to determine if I should base my research solely on the state of 

California or the United States as a whole. 
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9. Timeline: Research: February 13, 2018- March 9th, Annotated bibliography March 11th, 

First draft March 11th-28th, Second draft of annotated bibliography March 29th- April 16th, 

Start drafting poster April 17th- April 29th  
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Mass Incarceration: The Past, Present, and Future Long Term Effects 

Background Information:

The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world. America is notorious for 

readily throwing people in prison for any type of crime regardless of age, the severity of the 

crime, or if the person that is being punished is innocent or guilty.The United States criminal 

justice system holds more than 2.3 million people in 1,719 state prisons, 102 federal prisons, 901 

juvenile correctional facilities, 3,163 local jails, and 76 Indian country jails. (Wagner and 

Rabuy). The United States prison population has been growing exponentially since the late 

1970s. The drastic heighten of people being imprisoned is not because of crime rates rising but, 

“how we choose to respond to crime..the steep increase in the number of people in prisons is 

driven by changes in drug policy and tougher sentencing,” (Javitze 57). California, New York, 

and Texas are the three states with the highest incarceration rates. Mass incarceration is 

problematic because it causes social issues, children are impacted, families are disrupted, and 

communities are shattered. 

Mass incarceration has been normalized. Prison rates this high is unheard of anywhere 

else in the world. We have entered a state of denial. The media heavily influences society. Mass 

media outlets have painted images of Black and Brown people as being criminals. Society is no 

long concerned if they are innocent or guilty because the media has brainwashed us into 

believing they are just menaces to society. Racial segregation of housing and schools is to blame. 

They are confined to the ghetto and prisons, “out of sight, out of mind”. This allows society to 

avoid dealing with mass incarceration problems. Impoverished neighborhoods are often 

misunderstood or even worse forgotten. Denying racial oppression is why mass incarceration has 

grown uncontrollably. Colorblindness is why society is in denial.
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A racial caste system is a system that is put into place to keep people of color in an 

inferior position. Low income and a lack of education is linked to mass imprisonment. White 

Americans have been sent to prison however, black and brown people are disproportionately 

incarcerated. Black and brown people only make up 12% of the population, but make up 60% of 

incarceration rates.

The rise of mass incarceration rates started with mandatory minimums. Punishment is 

supposed to fit the crime, but when legislative body says that is going to be the sentence no 

matter what other factors there are, thats draconian in every sense of the word,” (Enns 2). The 

United States became harsher on sentencing. For example, life without parole is something that 

Canada does not allow.

 The United States spends the most on prisons compared to anywhere else in the world. 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics estimate that federal, state, and local governments spent almost 

$250 billion for police, corrections, and judicial activities. Prisons have become businesses. 

Prisoners are being used as low wage workers for big corporations. Big companies like, Victoria 

Secret and JCPenny are companies that were using prisoners for low wage labor. Prisoners are 

paid poorly for the labor. Callers are also charged with collect calls. “when the state collect tens 

of millions of dollars in kickbacks from collect phone calls to prisoners’ families, they 

disproportionately burden poor and minority families that are struggling not only to keep their 

families together but to simply make ends meet,” (Braman 122).  The prison system is a multi-

billion dollar industry while education had been defunded.The state of California now fund 

prisons more than higher education. In fact, every state has increased the budget for correctional 

facilities while decreasing higher education funds. The rate of mass incarceration is also causing 

undermining economic issues.
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Big Three States: CA,TX, NY

The state of California prison system currently holds 242,000 people. California is has 

the third largest prison system. The states criminal justice system laws are to blame. The 

California Three Strikes Law was endorsed by 72% of voters in 1994. California has a punitive 

nature and gives harsher sentences. The habitual offender laws requires a person who is guilty of 

committing a felony and has two other prior convictions to serve a mandatory life sentence. The 

law was designed to intensify punishment of people who have committed more than 2 major 

crimes. In California, some misdemeanor charges qualify for the three strikes. 28 other states 

have similar three strike laws. 

The state of Texas is a big contributor to mass incarceration. The state has the nation’s 

largest prison system, with more than 246,000 inmates. Texas began rapidly expanding its prison 

system in the 1980s. The state now spends roughly 3.4 million dollars annually on their prison 

system. Texas prisons directly reflected and reinforced the state's traditional racial hierarchy.

Texas incarcerates African Americas five times more than whites. Throughout history, Texas 

prisons have been segregated by race until 1999. The Texas prison system was so large, they ran 

out of six digits numbers to assign inmates. The majority of its prison population is serving time 

for a nonviolent offense. Texas is infamous for having the worlds most punitive criminal justice. 

 The lone star state’s punitive criminal justice system is to blame for the high rate of 

incarceration.

New York is 1 of only 2 states that automatically charges all individual aged 16 and older as 

adults. These are states regulations put in place for crime offenders. The state of New York has a 

prison population of over 234,000. More than 95% of the population are males. Nearly 57% of 

inmates are serving time are first time offenders. New York used stop and frisk searches to 
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racially target Black and Latino males. It was a policy of indirect racial profiling. However in 

2013, a New York federal judge ruled that stop and frisk searches violated the 4th and 14th 

amendment.

The War on Drugs: 

The War on Drugs was launched by Ronald Reagan. Originally, designed to fight drugs 

and eliminate the use of drugs however it has not. The drug war was implicitly designed to target 

people of color. Harsher sentencing and consequences were implemented for drugs. Africans 

Americans make up 80 to 90 percent of the drug offenders being sent to jail. Mass incarceration 

is directly tied to the War on Drugs because “convictions for drug offenses are the single most 

important cause of the explosion in incarceration rates in the United States,” (Alexander 59). The 

War on Drugs is an example of a racial caste system.The drug war has failed because it targets 

people of color disproportionately .

Changes in our police is linked to the War on Drugs.  The war has militarized our police 

force. Law enforcement began using drug war tactics and being more aggressive.  Black and 

Latino people started to be incarcerated at exponential rates as our police transfigured. 

“Approximately a half-million people are in prison or jail for a drug offense today, compared to 

an estimated 41,000 in 1980— an increased of 1,110 percent. Drug arrests have tripled since 

1980. As a result, more than 3.1 million people have been arrested for drug offenses since the 

drug war began,” (Alexander 59). Laws have granted the police the power to discriminate. The 

Supreme Court case, United States v. Brignomi-Ponce,  ruled that under the equal protection 

clause of the fourteenth amendment the police can use race as a factor in making decisions about 

which car to stop and search. Following the Supreme Court ruling police secretly have the right 

to racial profile people of color on their own racial bias ideas. The majority of society believes 
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the war was designed to eliminate big drug dealers, that is false. The War on Drugs has been 

unsuccessful with fighting drugs.Most people arrested are not serious offenders or have a history 

of violence or significant selling. Another tale of the war is that its designed for high-risk drugs. 

Most have been arrested for marijuana.

United States Mass Incarceration: 

The United States has become more punitive as a country. As a country, the US became 

tougher on crime. “The rise of mass incarceration in the United States reflects, a political 

response to the public’s rising punitiveness,” (Ennes 13). The US has not always been the world 

leader for incarceration. The changes can be seen from the mid 1970s. Incarceration rates are 

linked to the public’s opinion. The public has supported laws and policies that promote mass 

imprisonment. “current explanations of the incarceration rate range from assigning some 

influence to public opinion to arguing that public opinion has no effect or would actually lead to 

lower levels of incarceration if policy makers were more attentive to the public wishes,” (Ennes 

13). Before we see change with incarceration rates we first need  to reform our laws. Federal and 

state laws promote mass incarceration. The criminal justice system as a whole is flawed.

Mass incarceration takes a toll on the whole community. Families are broken and taken away 

from each other. Incarceration is a continuous cycle in impoverished neighborhoods. 

Incarceration affects children. The youth in urban communities are against the odds. “Residents 

told us that people who were engaged in crime nonetheless often provided material support (legal 

and illegal) for their families before they went to prison” (Clear 130) This is a severe loss to a 

family. Mass incarceration causing social problems that they are intended to solve. “It is clear 

that being convicted of a crime and sent to prison carries a stigma and being a criminal can 

become a person’s master status. This alters the way people think about themselves and the way 
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they are treated by residents in the community and by the broader society,” (Clear 125). 

Imprisonment carries a life long stigma.

Impacts on Children:

The separation of children and parents because of imprisonment has mental consequences. 

Kids suffer from depression, anxiety, rejections. This causes them to have problems in school. 

Studies show that children’s behavior, academic achievements and health are affected due to 

incarcerated parents, mothers in particular, are at increased risk for academic failure and school 

dropout.“Each young person can see that, over the years, the chances of being removed for a 

prison term mount up as the number of people he knows who are incarcerated also mounts up 

over time,” (Clear and Rose 31).Every child needs their parent. “Parenting involves intangible 

qualities that survive the loss of day to day physical presence…parenting from a distance places 

serious, undeniable limitations on the parent-child relationship,” (Boudin and Greco). Parent and 

child relationships are weakened. An incarcerated parent is ultimately a setback for a child’s life. 

An incarcerated parent has been linked to a delay in child development.The absence of a 

parent takes a toll on the child. “Academic and behavioral difficulties may impact children’s 

success and contribute to the increased drop-out rare observed in this population,” (Dallaire). The 

level of education is significant to keeping people out of jail. A young adult without a high school 

diploma is 5 times more likely to be imprisoned. A black male without a high school diploma is 

more likely to be in jail than to be working. 1 in 3 young black men who do not finish high 

school are locked up. The daily risk that comes with the surroundings of their community and 

policing in school. Education is an outlet to incarceration but children with an incarcerated 

parent is at a disadvantage.
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The school to prison pipeline system refers to the disproportionate numbers of minors 

from disadvantaged backgrounds to be incarcerated due to the increasingly harsh school policies. 

Zero tolerance policies and practices and the increase of police in schools have created the 

pipeline. Public schools new approach to disciplinary actions are disproportionate to Black and 

Latino students. Zero tolerance and police in schools make youth more likely to be incarcerated. 

The school to prison line is filtering out students from the public school system and into the 

criminal justice system. The students effected by the pipeline come from socio-economic 

challenged backgrounds. The public school system is failing them because they are not educating 

them they are simply pushing them out. With police in public schools now, instead of being 

disciplined by the school principal or counselor they are now handled by police officers. 

Handling discipline issues by the school principal or counselor keeps the criminal justice system 

out of the school system. 

The pubic school system filtering out students and pushing them into the criminal justice 

system is a disappointing thing for children with parents that are incarcerated. The school to 

prison pipeline is a caste system for children that are impacted by mass incarceration. Children 

with incarcerated family members are already more likely to be incarcerated. The public school 

system should be somewhere all children can just receive an education. However, schools new 

disciplinary policies and more police in schools disrupts this. Mass incarceration and the school 

to prison link are both similar because they both disproportionately target people of color. Overly 

harsh policies are exposing the youth to the criminal justice system. The school to prison pipeline 

is the beginning  on a cyclical cycle with incarceration.

The environment children live in effects their likelihood of being imprisoned. “One 

ramification of the neighborhood is the lack of role models, a deficit that sometimes discourages 
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children from a belief in their future. Respondents reported that without positive role models, 

kids come to believe prison is their future” (Clear 136). There is a lack of role models with no 

law troubles for the youth in urban communities. The role models they do see are people who are 

in and out of jail. Consequently, being incarcerated has become a commonality. Children see 

their parents, siblings, family and community members in and out of jail and start to think that 

jail is where they are destined to be. It is quite unfortunate that children grow up thinking if it 

happened to them, it will happen to me. High incarceration is deterrent for the youth. Growing 

up children see imprisonment as a standard because they are surrounded by crime and criminals.

The Impact on Women and Families: 

Incarceration first damages the family then it destroys the community because most 

families have someone imprisoned. “Family separation has an irreversible impact upon both 

parents and children. The time apart is lost forever, because a childhood can never be recovered,” 

(Genty). It is evident that incarceration separates families involving incarcerated parents thus we 

see more Black and Latino children in the foster care.

In intercity neighborhoods with high incarceration rates we see the absence of fathers. 

There is a gap of young Black and Brown males missing from society. A family is left in more 

distress when a mother is incarcerated because she is typically the sole caregiver for her children. 

Women face hardships while imprisoned. Women experience physical and sexual abuse or 

mental health problems. “Women trying to hold families together when ties are weakened by 

prolonged absence, women attempting to manage the same and stigma of incarceration; and 

women attempting to manage the shame and stigma of incarceration and women trying to 

prevent children from becoming causalities of the war on drugs,” (Richie).  Women are left as 

single mothers with no support system. Women are left with the burden of playing the mother 
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and father role for her children. Therefore, we see more single females being the head of the 

household. Coparenting and marriage have become rare in urban neighborhoods. Mass 

imprisonment has distorted family structure. Families are left fractured this is a social cost of 

mass incarceration. 

Imprisonment keeps communities broken. These communities have been continuously 

struggling for decades and decades there is no growth seen in inter-cities because opportunities 

aren't allotted there. People are turning to illegal activities to make a living for their families that 

then results in them being imprisoned. High incarceration rates are so high in urban communities 

that it has become the norm. Incarceration rates are abnormal. Being in and out of prison is 

however a common thing for minorities. Being locked up has come a repeated offense for whole 

families.  Imprisonment hurts families. 

This could lead to social isolation, depriving prisoners from connecting with their 

families. This can cause problems to their sanity and mental health. It musts a strain on the 

person in jail and their family. Most of time imprisoning means a lost of income in the 

household. So families lose a source of income while also needing to support the prisoner 

financially. Imprisonment causes worry and stress for the family snd the individual in jail.“Mass 

incarceration not only overwhelms the small, isolated kin networks prevalent in poor 

communities, but also makes it harder for residents to form expansive networks that are most 

adapt at producing social capital,” (Clear and Rose). 

Reform: 

Jail is no longer rehabilitating felons.They are no longer able eligible to receive 

government assistance which results in them breaking the law to survive. It is a never ending 

cycle. “ Some times when they go to prison one time is enough and then you know, they try to 
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make amends when they come out and then again you’ve got some that go in there and it makes 

them worse when they come out” (Clear 125). Prison is problematic as a whole. Resources are 

very limited when they are released from prison. There are very few employers that are willing to 

give a person with a record a job. But this is not surprising because society does not forget a 

person’s criminal history. Employers are reluctant to hire a person with a record. If jails no 

longer offer rehabilitation then mass incarceration is problematic . It is unreasonable to think that 

people go to jail and come back better. When their record makes it nearly impossible to make a 

better living for themselves. Stripping minorities away from their community is hurting the 

community. Society has gotten tougher on crime which has caused them to give up on the 

rehabilitation of prisoners.

To see change in mass imprisonment we need to social investment in urban 

neighborhoods. Social welfare change will have positive effects on the criminal justice system. 

We also need to invest in our prisoners and programs for them. More than half of the prison 

population is serving time for a drug related crime. We need better programs and support in jail 

to rehabilitate our prisoners. Prisons do have drug and substance abuse treatment however it is 

not successful. Such programs in jail focus on institutionally treatment versus therapeutic 

treatment. The prison system also lacks education. No education is linked to imprisonment so 

why aren’t we educating prisoners? With nothing but time on their hands prisoners should have 

access to trade programs and educational opportunities. Without the proper rehabilitation, felons 

will go back to the lifestyle they were living that led them to jail in the first place. It is a vicious 

cycle. And under sentencing acts, the next time they are incarcerated they will receive more time. 

Hastily imprisoning people of color at young age is eliminating their chances of being a 

member of society. Society is no longer awarding second chances. Locking up people at rapid 
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rates is essentially wiping out a population. Once imprisoned people lose their voice in society. 

Its like society turns their backs once a person is jailed. Therefore is not shocking that people end 

up going back to jail.

The Misconception: 

Some believe that mass incarceration can have a criminogenic effect on society which 

will lead to more crimes. Society is heavily influenced by media. The way the media chooses to 

cover crime activities affects how the public responds. If the public remains punitive, I believe 

crime rates will decrease. A punitive response to crime should discourage people from breaking 

the law. The media has been drawing more attention to the conditions of jails. Jails are now 

overcrowded, dangerous, and unsanitary . Many prisoners suffer from mental health issues and 

or physical abuse.  The more media coverage on prison conditions the more the public can 

understand how horrendous jail is.

To understand mass incarceration one must learn about the social inequalities it causes. 

The more media coverage and research of incarceration the more knowledge the public will gain. 

Mass imprisonment has reached it's breaking point when we see that it is now effecting the 

whole community. Children are their future are now impacted. Since innocent children’s lives are 

disrupted because of incarceration will get the attention of many. This is important and will get 

the public to take action. The way people receive their news in this day and age has changed as 

well. Most people stay in the loop through social media. Social media now informs millions of 

people with unfiltered news. On social media people can inflect change and influence others to 

speak up and speak out. Education, health, wealth, and economic issues are all associated with 

incarceration. Many forget that although they are prisoners, they are still people. Each prisoner 

has an individual story on how incarceration has interrupted their life. More coverage on 
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individual prison stories need to be covered. This will remind the public that they are still human 

beings. The US has decreased punitive thinking while also decreasing the sense on humanity. 

Some believe the theory: you do the crime, you do the time, but forget to actually consider if 

they were innocent or not. We forget that prisoners have families, children, and basic human 

needs. 

The Future : 

There are various different envisions of the future for mass imprisonment in the US. 

“Decades of tough-on-crime politics have positioned conservatives as the authoritative voice on 

matters of crime and punishment, making it difficult for liberals opposed to mass incarceration to 

win a hearing. But will conservatives continue to sing their new song? The signs are 

promising,” (Dagan and Teles). Other researchers have different views of the future. 

As a nation, the United States still remains punitive with laws and sentencing. However, 

with critical research on mass incarceration and the social effects, the turning point may be near. 

The change with public understanding and knowledge of incarceration may reflect on our law 

makers. “It is now possible to envision a future in which both [conservatives and liberals] accept, 

for their own reasons and in their own language, that the moral and financial costs of mass 

incarceration are too high and that the number of Americans in prisons is a sign of failure, rather 

than a point of pride,” (Dagan/Teles). Other researchers are optimistic for the future. Many 

believe that mass incarceration has reached its tipping point. In order to see changes with laws 

pertaining to imprisonment, both parties need to have a mutual understanding. I believe mass 

incarceration has come to a point where it cant be ignored and we will see reform. There is hope 

that mass incarceration will be different in the future.
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 As laws change along with our law makers changing. The legalization of marijuana is one 

promising factor that mass incarceration could decline. “Any changes with respect to drugs and 

controlled substances or illegal immigrations could affect the number of persons arrested, 

convicted, and sentenced, potentially reducing demand for correctional facilities to house 

them” (Alexander 219). The legalization of marijuana has began to transform the criminal justice 

system. Prop 64, that legalized recreational marijuana created a process where anyone 

incarcerated or on probation related to cannabis can petition a judge to have their sentence 

reduced, And people who were already convicted can also petition to have their conviction 

changed from a felony to a misdemeanor which will help them find jobs. Changes to drug laws is 

just the beginning of ending mass incarceration. Nearly half-million of the people incarcerated 

today are serving time that is drug related. 29 states have legalized marijuana for medical or 

recreational use. This will significantly decrease the prison population. 

Income is a strong predictor when thinking about future incarceration. Studies have 

linked future incarceration to low income. Studies show that children from poor families will 

continue to be overrepresented in future incarceration. Studies linked family structure to a higher 

possibility of future incarceration. The bottom 20 percent of households produced nearly half the 

inmates, while the bottom 50 percent of families accounted for over 82 percent of inmates. 

Neighborhoods with high incarceration are populated by Black and Latino people. These 

neighborhoods typically suffer from poverty and high unemployment. We need to improve poor 

communities. Poor communities can be bettered by just adding more opportunities and resources. 

Job opportunities need to be brought into these neighborhoods so people will stop resulting to 

illegal actives to have a source of income. More after school programs and boys and girls club 

will keep the youth busy and out of trouble. Changes by the year 2050 can be significant if 

�15



opportunities are given to impoverished cities. All in all, future changes with disproportionate 

incarceration rates of people of color will not be possible if there isn’t changes made in poor 

communities.

Prison reform advocates have been trying to fight for prisoner rights and criminal justice 

reform.Prisoners need rehabilitative programs and resources. People are incarcerated and treated 

like caged animals then they return to the same pale that caused him/her to be sent to jail in the 

first place, to find another way of life. Thats not possible, thats why we see people get caught in a 

spiral with the criminal justice system. We expect them to find another way of living after being 

stripped from their freedom and any government assistance. Nevertheless, they are imprisoned 

again. As a society, we cannot expect people to learn from their mistakes if nothing for them to 

do so is offered. Prison is a place where prisoners are supposed to learn from their mistakes. But 

that is not possible in the inhumane conditions in prisons. Prison should be a meaningful 

experience where prisoners learn a new way. Prisoners should receive job trainings, since they 

will be discriminated from many jobs in the workforce. Education should be a requirement. 

Education is important and an important key to being a productive member of society. It is also a 

way of crime prevention. As a society, we need to stop being so punitive to people in the criminal 

justice system. We need to give prisoners the ability to start a better life for themselves upon 

release. If we give prisoners rehabilitation options will we stop seeing people in and out of jail. 

Laws and policies like mandatory minimums and three strike laws are significant to mass 

incarceration. Therefore prisoner and community reform will only be effective to a certain 

extent. Criminal justice reform and changes in our sentencing is needed because they are clear 

indicators with mass incarceration. There are many reform groups already trying to fight for 

changes. Changes can be seen in the big three states. California slashed its incarceration rate by 
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27 percent between 2006 and 2014 after a court order. New York cut its rate by 18 percent, 

largely because of reform of the Rockefeller drug laws that mandated long sentences for 

possession. 

2050:

By 2050, the War on Drugs will have ended. After decades of the war on drugs, there is 

nothing to show for it other than overcrowded prisons and jails. Studies show that harsher 

sentencing and policies for drugs has not stopped drug use. The problem is accessibility of drugs. 

If the War on Drugs ended there are various approaches. One way is, pulling back from harsh 

enforcement but keeping drugs illegal will keep drugs from being easily accessible. Reframing 

from harsh enforcement for drugs will eliminate excessive penalties for non violent offenders. 

Reframing harsh enforcement will help shift the idea of giving the maximum amount of time, 

resulting in less people in jail. 

In 2050, America will have legalized drugs and regulate them. This is a radical change 

that came with the end of the War on Drugs. Drugs will be regulated through pharmacies and 

dispensaries. People will need prescriptions to access high risk drugs. Taxes will be put on drugs. 

Government spending on prisons will drop drastically, leaving the government with a surplus to 

spend on impoverished neighborhoods. In this scenario, everyone will be a winner. Prisoners 

with drug charges will be released from jail. With the ending of the unsuccessful, drug related 

charges will be decriminalized from felonies to misdemeanor charges.

The focus in the United States will switch from targeting Black and Brown people for 

drug related charges to immigration. “The US, which famously welcomed the world’s tired and 

poor at the beginning of the twentieth century , has stiffened its resolve to control its borders, a 

decision driven by practically as well as politics,” (Linden 64). Immigration control and banning 
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undocumented people became the focus of the Trump administration. His administration was the 

first to try to implement a travel ban. The United States will be focusing on border control in 

2050. They will be very strict on letting people and even letting people leave. “If the United 

States opened its borders to migrants, it world find itself besieged with petitioners from around 

the world,” (Linden 65). The United States will have an overflow on migrants from all over the 

world. “The potential for catastrophic collisions of migrants and residents will only rise in the 

future, as the population continues to increase by roughly a hundred million a year,” (Linden 66).  

The United States will respond with another caste system. The United States has slowly started 

putting immigrants into inferior system with ending policies that promote migration. The United 

States started ending policies that promote migration, for example, ending the Dream Act which 

pathed a way to citizenship to undocumented students. We will see a transformation in our prison 

system. The criminal justice system will be overpopulated by migrant people. The United States 

will be targeting undocumented people to remove them from society. 

Foreign countries are so overpopulated with not enough resources for the entire 

population. “History has shown that people tend to move when they find themselves squeezed 

for space, but what happens when there is no place to go?” (Linden 64) People begin to migrate 

to the US looking for a better life.“Perhaps twenty-million people worldwide have, in the course 

of the previous year, been forced to leave their homes because their lands have become too 

small, too barren or too poisoned to sustain them.” (Linden 64).America’s view on immigration 

has changed from the twentieth century . There has been a another caste system put into place to 

make sure immigrants don't take opportunities from Americas. New laws and policies target 

immigrants. Foreigners will disproportionately make up the prison populations. We will see more 

foreigners incarcerated then working. The school to prison pipeline will target undocumented 
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children. America’s new negative attitude on immigration will get the public’s support of 

targeting migrate people.

Conclusion: 

Mass incarceration is a controversial issue. The United States criminal justice system has 

grown uncontrollable. Funding for the criminal justice system is now a billion dollar industry. 

Jailing people at exponential rates in extremely expensive. Mass incarceration lacks public 

knowledge. Many people are not aware of the severity of incarceration. Laws and policies 

supporting mass incarceration need to be reformed. The end of mass incarceration may be near 

because many states have began launching criminal justice reform acts.

The rise of incarceration has a clear connection with the War on Drugs. The War on 

Drugs launched stricter laws and measures, mandatory minimums, and the militarization of the 

police. The war targeted people of color. As a result, we see a disproportionate number of African 

Americans in the criminal justice system. Following the war, the United States shifted into being 

a punitive country. 

Mass incarceration has grown so monstrous, it is causing social issues. The massive 

amount of incarceration has negative effects. Children are directly impacted by incarceration. 

Schools have adopted zero tolerance policies. Zero tolerance policies are linking the youth to the 

criminal justice system when they have disciplinary issues in school. 

Low income is a factor in higher incarceration rates. Impoverished communities have 

higher incarceration rates. Mass incarceration is leaving communities broken. Poor communities 

are targeted because they lack alternative resources to make a living. In poor communities with 

high incarceration, we see an absence of fathers. Families are left broken. Incarceration is 

causing a financial and an emotional burden. Incarceration is causing more harm then good.  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Final Synthesis Essay 

The shared theme topic of my capstone course was the year 2050. Predictions of the year 

2050 anticipate the world population to be 9 billion. Resources and jobs will be limited. Crime is 

guaranteed to rise as people fight to make a living. The United States is currently the world 

leader on incarceration, how will incarceration look in the year 2050?  I identified an issue that 

will still be relevant in the year 2050.What will incarceration look like by 2050? Has Mass 

incarceration reached it's tipping point? What will happen to the people incarcerated today? How 

will long term consequences of mass incarceration effect children, communities, and families in 

the future? 

I have contributed to my course theme by exploring mass incarceration in the United 

States. Over the last 40 years the United States has been incarcerating people of color at 

disproportionate rates from impoverished communities. As we looked at myriad challenges and 

predictions about the future, this is a clear demonstration of the courses theme because it 

researches how race and location will impact incarceration in the future.

Our course reading materials showed how the future will look if we continue to live the 

way we live today. Our reading materials showed us problems that we are seeing today. Class 

readings linked problems today with problems to the future. Class readings were eye openers and 

teaching us that we are the future, and if we want to see change, we have to be that change. 

Through class discussions and readings we learned that the future will be look different for 

different people based on class, race, gender, and geographic location. My research is crucial 

because it shows how people of color in low income neighborhoods are specifically effected by 

mass incarceration.
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The course theme, 2050 made us look to the future. Through the course, we began to 

consider how the future will look. It was interesting, examining what 32 years from now will 

look like. As we graduate college it was intriguing to learn that we have to shape today for the 

future. One conclusion we did find is that what the world is doing today will effect the future. 

It was interesting to look at the future predications, because we see things happening today that 

were anticipated for the future. 

I was able to demonstrate I can work with others with class discussions. Class discussions 

were open dialogue conversations with the entire class. We were able to express our opinions and 

thoughts while listening to others that had different opinions and experiences. It was a way of 

broadening our understanding of other perspectives.  I also demonstrated the ability to work with 

others with the reading facilitation with two other partners. We were in charge of facilitating the 

class discussions about technology and how it is transforming education. Although, we read the 

same material we brought different outlooks to the group discussions to engage the whole class.

I demonstrated the ability to work independently with my senior project. I created a 

research essay over the course of this semester, outside of the classroom. This demonstrates that I 

can work independently when given guidelines and themes to follow. 

I demonstrated a deeper understanding of the theme, 2050 because I picked a topic that 

closely looks at how people of color are disproportionately incarcerated. My senior project looks 

closely at how people of color, specifically Black and Latino, are disproportionately incarcerated 

at exponential rates.  I looked closely at how race plays a significant role in the possibility of 

incarceration. 

My senior project demonstrates a deeper understanding of the year 2050 because it looks 

at the long term effects of mass incarceration. Through my research, I looked at the long term 
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consequences it has on communities and children, My project demonstrates the year 2050 

because it explores the past, and the present, and how the future will look if there changes are not 

made now. 

My senior project meets the public criteria and standards because it is formatted properly 

in MLA style. For my research, I relied on credible and relevant sources to support my claims 

about mass incarceration. My research essay creates a deeper understanding of mass 

incarceration and how it is effecting minorities outside of prison and jail. My essay provides 

more than a simple summary of other ideas but rather solutions to mass incarceration. My essay 

thoroughly explored my research question and has a clear thesis. 
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